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Presidents Nessa Vee 


As my tenure as president of C.A.W.M.C. draws to a close I 


o. 2S. 
“ 


write this message of thanks, apology, reflection, and hope. 

My thanks to our members for their support over the years, to our executive, 
especially to our editor, Ross Kingdon, who holds us together with his faithful 
issues of Timber Talk. To Norm Belsten, for keeping track of new issues, and 
taking on the monumental task of cataloging Canadian woods, and to Al Munro, 
who counts our coffers. 

&) My apology for my decline in attention to the obligations entrusted to me. 
Age and illness have taken their toll in our family. While | am determined to 
someday reply to your letters and requests and get “back on track”, currently there 
are too many pies and not enough fingers. 

My association with our members and fellow collectors in the past has been a 
treasury of memories covering two decades and two countries. Hopefully they will 
continue to build for some time to come. Your valued friendships have no price. 

As Earl Salterio assumes the role of president this month, | know that 
C.A.W.M.C. will be in good hands. Please support him as you did me. God 
willing, Yvonne and I will see many of you in Quebec City this month. 

Lau Vesh 


OR OR OR OP OP OP OP OR OR OP OR OR OR OP OPO OP Or On Or On Or On On Or Or rrr rrr 


GEORGE FRASER CELEBRATES: 

CAWMC member George Fraser (R302) has recently celebrated two big occasions; his 
90" birthday (May 24", 2001) and his 60"" wedding anniversary with his wife Doris (March 
29"" 2001). John Regitko (CAWMC member R265) has profiled George’s birthday in a detailed 
write-up on page four of this newsletter. John has also created a pamphlet. (shown on bottom of 
page 3) for distribution of the wood. To obtain one send a SASE to John at 4936 Yonge St. 
Suite 172 North York ON, Can. M2N 6S3. George’s anniversary wood can be seen on page 
two. 
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CAWMC ANNUAL MEETING AT C.N.A. CONVENTION: 


Don’ t forget our CAWMC annual meeting which takes place at the Canadian Numismatic 
nonth SUNDAY JULY 208. 2001 in QUEBEC CITY. President 
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Lou Vesh has made reference to this meeting in his Preaident Ss message page one. We hope to 


see you thera 
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“THE LONGEST COVERED BRIDGE IN THE WORLD”: 
A Hartland. New Brunswick wooden nickel depicting this was shown ay month but 
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reproduced for you on pages five and six. Lou also tells us more about new m iris Lloyd 
Hovey inhis ‘Aly Wooden Nickel’s Worth’ , next page. Thanks for this information, Lou. 
GEORGE and DORIS FRASER ANNIVERSARY 
WOOD: 

This wood (silver both sides) recognizes George 
and Doris’ 60" wedding anniversary. 
Congratulations George and Doris. ?m sure the 
wood can be obtained from George for a SASE. 
Address is 405-115 Bonis Ave. Scarborough, ON 
MIT 3S4. 
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CAWMC OFFICERS FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH 
President: LOU VESH 
Vice-President: EARL SALTERIO 
Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: 
AL MUNRO 
Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: * 
PAT WHITE Visit us in 
Elected Members of the Board of Governors: September 
NORM BELSTEN, BOB BROWN, Redeem for 5 Free 
RUSSELL BROWN, WAYNE GILLCASH, Tulip Bulbs! 
DAVE GILLESPIE, DON ROBB. Thank You For 
Your Susiness! 
APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: ROSS KINGDON 
Fund Raiser: LOU VESH 


Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO 


The free wood this month is another 
DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of Garden Center wood redeemable for tulip 


Wooden Money Collectors is: bulbs. This ‘Garden & Gift Perma Green’ 
Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds wood was provided to Le: by Al Munro who 
United States Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds indicates that it was issued in Lethbridge, 
International Members Rate (outside of Canada and ; 

r bulbs 
U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds Alberta as a promotional wood fo 
Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 from Holland. The wood is green on both 


: sides. Once again, Al, thanks for this 
Dues paid to Mr. Al Munro, Box 2643 Stn. *M’, Calgary, . bershi 
AB, Canada T2P 3C1 donation to our membership. 
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@ Further to last month’s article on the personal wood issued by Lloyd Hovey and also the 
wood that touts the world’s longest covered bridge, | offer some additional history on those 
topics. 

Lloyd Hovey, one of our newest members, was a long time resident of Toronto before 
retiring and moving to the Maritimes. He is an antique clock repairman of some repute and 
once had his shop in downtown Toronto before moving his operations to his home. Since 
retiring from the world of ancient timepieces, Lloyd and his wife, Virginia, have settled in 


Hartland, NB. 
As | sit here reading the brochures on the 
history of the covered bridge | am red faced at «COVERED EN BR; 
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having to admit that in all the times I've visited 3 . ase th 
the Maritimes the existence of such a bridge Si erewn ofa 
eluded me. | have never been to view this = ee eee 
remarkable piece of Canada. In celebrating (2 AI BAR Aare 
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Bridge in the World”, many activities have been 

planned for July 4th, i.e. a parade, dinner (sold out), 

dancing, fireworks, etc., plus many other events throughout 

the summer and fall. It was Lloyd who spearheaded the idea of a wooden nickel and took on 

the responsibility of having them made. 

As for Lloyd's personal wood depicting the harmonica, this is his first attempt at 

stamping his own wood and he is still experimenting with inks and methods. This will become 
Pa more obvious if two collectors happen to compare woods and find out one is red and the other 

is green. I’m sure that will all be sorted out in the near future though, as Lloyd has excellent 

skills adaptable to the making of wooden nickels. He also plays a mean harmonica. 
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WITH OUR At a special birthday gathering for 


George Fraser on the occasion of his 
COMPLIMENTS 90th birthday celebration, John and 
Monina Regitko presented him with a 
limited-edition wooden nickel souvenir 
token. AY , ms wae =: 
Norm Belsten of Norm's Hot Stamp- Ayay 2b: 
ing Wooden Nickels manufactured 150 
pieces, of which 100 were presented to 
George for distribution to his relatives 
and friends. 
The balance of 50 were retained by 
John and Monina for presentation to 
their numismatic friends who would ap- 
preciate adding a copy of the special 
commemorative wooden token to their 
numismatic collection. 
Happy collecting! 


John & Monina 


John & Monina Regitko 


a Rather than handing out loose wooden tokens to collectors that did not receive them at the reception, a pamphlet 
was created by John Regitko for distribution of the wood to numismatists. The front cover (above, left) contains 
the line drawing of the original artwork. The 2 panels of the inside include a write-up on the left side and one 
of the wooden tokens in a 2x2 plastic holder on the right side. Actual size of card ts 4-1/4" wide x 5-1 2” high. 
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NEW WOODEN TOKEN COMMEMORATES ONA MEMBER’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 


By John Regitko, ONA member #LMO083 

A number of family members and friends of ONA 
member George Fraser gathered at a reception recently 
to celebrate his 90th birthday. 


ONA members John and Monina Regitko presented 
him with 100 woods which were passed out to every- 
one at the gathering, with a number left over to pass on 
to others who were not in attendance. 


Norm Belsten of Norm’s Hot Stamping Wooden Nick- 
els of Newmarket, Ontario manufactured 150 pieces of 


Copy of Norm Belsten’s artwork for George Fraser's 90th the wooden tokens. 


commemorative birthday token. Note this original artwork | Fifty pieces were retained by John and Monina for 
did not contain dashes between “1911 May 26, 2001.” passing out to members of the Southern Ontario Chap- 
ter of the Canadian Association of Wooden Money 
Collectors (CAWMC) and others. 


Present at the reception were his 2 sons, John and 
Rick, and 2 daughters, Karen and Fern. George and 
wife, Doris, have 7 grandchildren and 2-1/2 great 
grandchildren (that’s 2 great grand children with an- 
other on the way). A number of them were present, as 
were his 2 brothers. 


George, an avid wooden nickel collector, has been 
Scan of actual token. Note the dashes between involved with the hobby for almost 35 years. He started 
“1911 - May 26 - 2001 which, it was felt, gives it looking at this change around 1967 when he owned a 
taxi and kept a lot of it. The saved silver dollars and 50 
cent pieces paid for annual vacations year after year. 


He was bourse chairman at the ONA Convention in 1982 in Toronto and display judge in 1983 in 
Peterborough, also for the ONA. As well, he has served as bourse chairman for the CNA Convention in 1984. 
He was also a member of the Executive of CPMS and treasurer of the North York Coin Club in 1976. 


He received recognition from the CPMS for his outstanding dedication and service in 1983 in the form of a 
plaque that hangs in his den, alongside a number of Richmond Hill Coin Club and TICF Exhibit awards from 
the 1980s (including a TICF Best of Show plaque dated November, 1988). A NYCC plaque, dated December 
12. 1985, was received in recognition of his length of service in the club. His office is also filled with 
certificates of appreciation, including a number when he served on the Coin Week Committee in the 1980s and 
for when he set up displays at Toronto-area libraries during the same events. He was honored with the “Fellow 
of the ONA” Award in 1994. 

He served as bourse chairman for the Toronto International Coin Fair (TICF) in the 1980s, then Canada’s 
largest coin show, when it was owned/operated by John Regitko. He even received a Strip-O-Gram, tastefully 
delivered at a TICF Banquet, when he retired as its bourse chairman. 

Still very active, he attended the 2001 ONA Convention in Guelph and is also planning to attend the 0 @ 
CNA Convention in Quebec City. As well, he attends most meetings of the North York Coin Club. 


good balance. 
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History of The World's Longest Covered Bridge 


1899 


Hartland Bridge Company was for 
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r 
three cents for pedestrians, 
a single horse and 

e cents for a double 
team. A strip ere twenty tickets could be pur- 
chased for fifty cents. 


1906 


vernment took over the 


2wnership and maintenance of the bridge 


oO 


LO20 


In April of 1920 two spans of the bridge 
were swept away by the ice 


e722 


The bridge was covered and in the early 
years snow had to be hauled and placed on 


the floor so the sleds could easily travel on it 


the winter. 


1924 


hts were installed on the bridge. 


1945 
Sidewalk was added which is a small bridge in 
itself. 


1980 


On June 23, 1980 the bridge was declared a 
national historic site 


52 


Small car ran into the west end of the 
bridge on the Somerville side and 
did extensive damage. The 
bridge was closed for sev- 
eral months 


repairs were done 


while 


through the 
bridge as part of 
celebrations re the 
1988 Winte 
Olympics held in Calge 


ioe 


On September 1, 1995 Canada Post 
Corporation launched a postage stamp hon- 
ouring the bridge. 


bee 


On September 15, 1999 the bridge was 
declared a provincial ae site 


Many notable persons have visited the 
e such as Princess Anne, Terry Fox, 
Rick Hansen to name a few of the most 


The bridge consists of 7 spans and was con- 
structed at a cost of approximately 


$33,000.00. 
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The Legend of Sal, 
The Famous Flying Salmon 


This legend is part of the story of the 
“Longest Covered Bridge in the World” at 
Hartland, New Brunswick, Canada. 

Many years ago there were many salmon 
in the rivers of New Brunswick, and Sal was the 
biggest salmon in the St. John River. When Sal 
came to the covered bridge in Hartland, he 
“jumped” the bridge. Why did he do this? Some 
say he was spooked by the shadows of the covered 
structure. Others say he was simply showing off - 
he was the biggest and he knew it and he wanted 
everyone to know it. Other large salmon tried it, 
but they never mastered it the way Sal did.” 

Word soon circulated among the salmon 
fishermen that there were “flying salmon” at 
Fartland. Unusual tactics were employed to try 
cad lure the big salmon to their hooks. One of the 
most unusual was the tying of the “balloon fly”. 
Legend says that Angus Fraser, who kept statistics 
for the world famous pool, tied this special fly. 

What proof do we have that there were (or 
are) “flying salmon”? Al Nowlan, who later 
became a well known New Brunswick poet, wrote 
his story for The Observer, Hartland’s weekly 
newspaper, and a fellow by the name of Beiliveau 
wrote for the Star Weekly, a Canadian weekly 
magazine. Lee Mackenzie drew a picture of the 
famous bridge, famous salmon and the famous bal- 
loon fly. Surely, these men must have seen Sal 
when he jumped the bridge and they must have 
seen fishermen using the special fly! 

Were any fishermen fortunate enough to 
catch one of these flying salmon? Big salmon 
were caught in the Hartland pool, but to our 
knowledge one was never caught while jumping 
the bridge. 

When you go to view the bridge, pause for 
a moment, recall this legend and you may catch a 
glimpse of Sal, or one of his friends, making that 
majestic jump over the world’s longest covered 
bridge. 
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A Wishing Bridge 


The longest covered bridge in the world at 
Hartland, New Brunswick, Canada, is a wishing 
bridge. When you enter the bridge, you make a 
wish, close your eyes, cross your fingers and hold 
your breath. Make certain you are not the driver! 
If you can do this for the entire length of the 
bridge, your wish is very likely to come true. 

This tradition is as old as the bridge. 
Sometimes it is varied by simply saying that you 
will have good luck if you can hold your breath 
until you have crossed the entire length of the 
bridge. 


A Kissing Bridge 


The longest covered bridge in the world at 
Hartland, New Brunswick, Canada, is a kissing 
bridge. This is a legend which developed during 
the years when this covered structure was used 
mainly by horses and wagons. 

This was of so much concern to the gen- 
eral public that there was great opposition when 
they talked of covering the bridge. Sermons were 
even preached on how a covered bridge would 
destroy the morals of the young citizens. Their 
concerns were heard, but not heeded and the 
bridge was covered. 

It is said that young men trained their 
horses to stop about half way across the bridge. 
The horse would wait until the couple shared a 
couple of kisses and then it would continue to the 
other side of the bridge. 

Today, you can see many couples going to 
the bridge to share a kiss and receive the special 


feeling of their love with the spirit of the grand old- 


bridge. We are certain that the bridge's spirit will 
look favourable on these couples. 

A good example of this was in September 
1993, when Charmaine Laffoley and David Hunt 
of Toronto became the first couple to be married 
on the bridge. 


Welcome to 
Harcind, New Brunswkes 
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Home of the World 8 
Longest Covered Bridge 


1,282 FEET (391 METERS) 


